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Dear Church Family:

Hallelujah!

What a joy and a blessing it was to gather together again and say those beautiful words: He is risen! What a
gift and a delight it was to worship together in person and celebrate the resurrection. What a pleasure it was,
what a relief it was, to see so many smiling eyes as Paul and I led our Easter Sunday service in front of over
90 of you on our front lawn.

Hallelujah!

It was a beautiful morning, full of love and grace and hope. And we are excited to have many more in front of
us. As infection rates fall and vaccination rates rise — I'm typing this with a sore arm of my own from
receiving the vaccine a few days ago — we will have many more opportunities to be with one another, in
worship and fellowship, extending our hospitality and expanding our discipleship.

Hallelujah!

Yet, even as we return to the building and return to our routine, we should remember the lessons we have
learned and the ways in which we have changed. We should embrace the things we have accomplished and
the obstacles we have overcome. We should not simply “go back to the way things were” but discern for
ourselves what we are being called to be in this time of coronavirus resurrection. We have been changed by
what we have experienced, what we have missed, what we have learned, and we should take the time to
acknowledge what we have lost and celebrate what we have gained.

Hallelujah!

In the season of Easter, our Gospel stories are filled with stories of the risen Christ appearing to his disciples.
Sometimes — often — they do not immediately recognize Jesus. It is only when he does something familiar to
them that their eyes are opened and they see their friend and teacher standing in front of them, and they
believe. They overcome their doubt. They overcome their fear. They embrace the truth of the new life they
have been invited to live.

Hallelujah!

Let us take this season to mourn what we have lost, but celebrate what we have found. Let us take this time
to note the ways in which this pandemic has changed us and remade us. Let us take this season to look
within and around ourselves to see where God is calling us to go and who God is calling us to be. Let us live
as a people resurrected along with Christ and invited into new life with Christ: grateful and gracious, loving
and merciful, joyous and blessed.

Hallelujah!

Blessings, Pastor Chip
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A note from Rev. Paul

Happy Easter! It was an absolute joy to celebrate with our church on the front
lawn and on Facebook Live on Easter Sunday. The past six months at school have
allowed me to become very familiar with hybrid learning as well as hybrid
worshipping. I look with great anticipation to an extended form of in-person
worship on the front lawn at the end of April through the early summer.

As we continue to gather for worship during the Easter season, both online and in
person, our Gospel lessons will include encounters the disciples and a few others
have with the Risen Christ. We begin with Jesus’ first appearance to the disciples
who were hiding in the Upper Room in fear for their lives. They had witnessed
firsthand the persuasive power of the Sanhedrin when they wanted to get rid of
Jesus. Perhaps, in an effort to assuage their fears, the Risen Christ chose to appear
to his disciples.

It was in this Upper Room, in their time of need, that the Apostles encountered the
Risen Lord. I truly believe that we, too, encounter the Risen Lord in our daily
lives. We encounter Christ in our family members, our co-workers, classmates,
neighbors, medical professionals, service people, etc.; the list is exhaustive! Let us
continue to treat each person we encounter in the same manner and reverence with
which we would treat the Risen Christ.

May we all recognize our encounters with the Risen Christ this Easter Season, es-
pecially when they may try our patience. In that case, maybe they need to encoun-
ter Christ in us! Alleluia!! Christ is risen, indeed!

Peace and love,

Paul
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia

So this is Holy Week, typically the longest week of the year for
church musicians. We fret and prepare and rehearse and hope
our meager offering can convey the gravity of Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday. I’m reminded of the line from the hymn,
“...were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering
far too small....” And then there’s Easter. It’s presumptuous to
expect to match the glory of the event, Jesus Christ rising from
the dead, the cosmic veil pulled back revealing a glimpse at the
answer to the greatest question in history. For me, preparing
for Easter is like cooking pasta. Bear with me now. You look at
the suggested serving size or maybe use one of those nifty
plastic pasta measurers, you know, the one with the varying
hole sizes, and after you look at the amount of spaghetti you’ve
measured out; you say to yourself, “Well that’s not

enough.” So you throw in another handful.

What gift can convey the joy of this day? Maybe the crocus and
budding trees do a good job of providing a metaphor. The
green blade rising from the buried grain does a good job of it,
but I can’t. But then the inevitable happens; we experience a
mini- miracle; it’s one of those “the whole is more than the sum
of its parts” moments. Two or more of us gather and our words
and music almost don’t matter because the experience of
realization looms larger. The sheer exhilaration of the coming
warmth and sun and growth and hope and promise renders the
physical secondary. The energy is real and palpable, and that
spirit lifts us and carries us to a new place again and again. It’s
fresh like Spring and all we want to do is sing......” Alleluia,

Alleluia, Alleluia.”

Mark Jacobson




Conservation Update: Executive Summary

Since the start of our conservation program at Wilbraham United Church (WUC) three years ago,
we have saved $13,579 by reducing fuel, electricity, and water/sewer usage. This is a win-win
result because it provides more money for worthwhile programs, and it reduces the church's car-
bon footprint. In effect, this savings can be viewed as a unique pledge to the church which con-
tinues year after year, and increases in value as the prices of fuel, electricity, and water/sewer
usage increase.

The solar panels on the south-facing roof of the sanctuary recently reached the first anniversary
for power production on February 24, 2021, and the total power produced by that date missed the
targeted value of 25,500 kilowatt hours by only 202 kilowatt hours. If February had not been an
"outlier" with frequent snow deposits on the panels and lots of cloudy days, the total kilowatt
hours produced would have exceeded our target value. Because of the effect of the Covid 19
shutdown, and further conservation measures instituted after we contracted to install the solar
panels, the church only used 63.7% of the electricity produced. As a result we have a credit for
the power we did not use.

The cost of the solar panels was financed by a loan which was arranged so that the monthly pay-
ments on the loan would be roughly equal to the average cost per month of electricity before the
panels were installed. ONCE THE LOAN IS PAID OFF, OUR SAVINGS PER YEAR WILL
INCREASE DRAMATICALLY. ANYONE WHO MIGHT WISH TO SHORTEN THE TIME
BEFORE THAT HAPPENS, CAN DO SO BY MAKING A DONATION TO HELP REDUCE
THE PRINCIPAL. DOING SO WILL PROMOTE YOU TO THE LEVEL OF ARCHANGEL!

In the future, it is reasonable to explore the possibility that we can significantly reduce our use of
fuel by installing highly efficient devices called mini splits to heat and cool all of the church
except the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. Electricity already generated by our solar panels will
provide a portion of the energy needed to operate the mini splits. Mini splits are already heating a
significant portion of the Nursery School, and newer models are now available which are more
efficient than the ones we already have.

The knowledge we have generated by the conservation program at our church, and at Judy and
Rich Hoffman's home is quite valuable, and the payback times on the investments required as a
whole are generally quite short. At the Hoffman's home, the amount of electricity used has
dropped from 12,000 to 1,900 kilowatt hours per year, and the amount of oil required to heat the
house has dropped from 1,500 to 400 gallons per year even though we increased the size of our
home by 33 percent. ALL OF THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT FREEZING IN THE
DARK, and the amount of money saved this last year is $2929 (electricity) plus $3904 (heating
oil) for a total of $6833. For someone with a top incremental federal tax bracket of 12% and a
state tax rate of 5%, the $6833 saved would be equivalent to $8233 of earned (taxable) in-
come. Likewise, for someone with a top incremental federal tax bracket in the next higher level
(22%), the $6833 saved would be equivalent to $9360 of earned (taxable) income, etc.

A VERY SIGNIFICANT MISSION for our church could be to develop a program that would help
other churches and families do similar things. It is likely that WUC could get financial help for a
program like this through GoFundMe.




To see how much our conservation efforts have reduced the expenses realized by the church, data
from the WUC annual reports listed in the table below give us the information needed. Since our
conservation efforts were first initiated very near the end of 2017, I chose 2017 as the
representative year for our expenses prior to the start of the program.

Fuel, Electricity, and Water/Sewer Expenses at WUC Versus Year
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Fuel $14,315 $14,169 $12,713 $11,876 $10,859

Electricity $6,497 $7,313  $5,684  $6,555  §$5,364*
Water & Sewer  §5,469  $5,469  §5,194  $4,649  $4,380

Sum $26,281 $26,951 $23,591 $23,080 $20,603
Savings compared to 2017 $3,360  $3,871  $6,348
Sum of savings (2018 - 2020) = $13,579
* The cost for electricity, listed in the table for 2020, is actually the amount of the payment on the
loan we received for the solar panels and their installation, plus the cost of the electricity we used

before the panels began generating electricity on 2/24/20, and the cost of the flood light which
illuminates the playground on the south side of the church.

The cost per therm of natural gas remained nominally the same during the heating seasons from
2016 through 2020. Similarly the cost of electricity per kilowatt hour from 2017 through 2019
remained nominally the same. Most likely the latter was the result of a negotiated price. Water/
sewer prices also remained constant. However, whenever prices for these items increase in the
future there will be a hidden benefit from our conservation measures. 1i.e., if we had not reduced
our use through conservation measures, the cost would increase each time prices increase.

Rich Hoffman
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Springtime Shenanigans
with
Wilber

I guess I shouldn’t
have eaten all of
those rainbow jelly
beans this week

v
v
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Sneak peak at the
Easter music. I
wonder how
many times we
sing "Alleluia"

and heaven,
of bliss,

“Bond, Wilber
Bond.

Shhhh! I am on
a secret bunny
surveillance
mission.”




Saturday, May 1st

9:30 a.m.— 12 noon

To benefit the Community Survival Center
Non perishable food items needed
Gift Cards/Monetary donations
are welcomed too!

Contact Rev Paul for more info

Please have all donations
packed in boxes or bags in
your trunk

We will take them for you!
Masks worn by all please!
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Outdoor Worship Instructions beginning Apr. 25th

The service will begin at 10am. Please try to arrive by 9:45
so we can be seated and ready at 10.

Masks are required at all times, except when actively
partaking in communion.

For those able to navigate stairs, please park in the rear parking lot off
Woodland Dell, and bring your chair (and mask!) to the Narthex/
Sanctuary entrance.

At the top of the stairs, an usher will hand you a bulletin for the service.
In the narthex, an offering plate will be available for all who wish to
make a donation or fulfill their pledge.

(Soon, we will also have a place to write down prayer requests.)

Please exit toward the lawn through the front narthex door, where you
will receive communion elements.

Walk down the paved path, past the bell, and find a spot on the lawn to
place your chair, trying to maintain a safe and appropriate distance from
others.

If you are unable to navigate stairs, we will have assistance with parking
on Main St. and ushers available to distribute bulletins and communion
as you enter.

Join us in praise and thanks, as we worship together!
At the conclusion of worship, both doors that face the lawn will be open.

Please exit through the door closest to your vehicle and try to keep six
feet back from the group in front of you as you leave.
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Additional information
All services will still be available on Facebook Live each week!

Please dress for the weather, not the occasion!

Church School will take place during the service.
More info to come!
Contact Rev. Paul for information.

BE THE CHURCH ©@:rre~

St ay Home. Sgcial Distance. Wash Your Hands.
Check on the Elderly. Live Stream Worship.
gNe elcc\‘vonicaﬂg‘ s"PPOY‘f’ each other.

Love God. Flatten the curve. —Pvaujabfxi\g‘.
sz S0 We can al| en|ey. this life.

LCSW, Philadelphia, PA




lepmg the community
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Many Thanks
to everyone who donated and
volunteered for our Easter

Basket drive to benefit
Christina’s House!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Every Tuesday during Lent, Bible Study Happy Hour met on Zoom to discuss Amy-
Jill Levine’s book Sermon on the Mount — a deep dive into Chapters 5-7 of the Gos-
pel of Matthew. As part of that discussion, our participants created their own Beati-
tudes, based on those found in Matthew 5:1-13 and informed by our own conversa-
tions and experiences.

Beatitudes, by (some of the) Bible Study Happy Hour Participants:
Blessed are the anxious for they will find peace.
Blessed are the lonely for they will find solidarity.
Blessed are they who send Birthday Cards for they embrace the Community.
Blessed are the Health Care Works for they inject Hope.
Blessed are the weak for they shall be strengthened.

Beginning on April 13", Bible Study Happy Hour will begin on a new book. Howard
Thurman’s Jesus and the Disinherited. Thurman was an ordained minister and pro-
fessor at Howard University and Boston University from 1932 to 1965. Jesus and the
Disinherited has been cited as a foundational work by Martin Luther King, Jr and
many others.

If you are interested in joining us at Bible Study Happy Hour as we read through and
discuss this important book, please email or call Pastor Chip to get the Zoom link,
and we will see you on Tuesday nights after Bedtime Bible Stories!

WOMEN’'S YOGA
AND SPIRIT RETREAT
N
&

Saturday, May 15, 10 am-4pm

$ 80/PERSON
REGISTER AT
WWW.SILVERLAKECT.ORG

Lunch, yoga, and instruction included. «=—>

Masks and social distancing required. i{k\i(E%
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Are you looking for another way to serve your
church, God, and community?

Consider supporting Loaves and Fishes!

Every third Thursday of the month at 11 am
volunteers from this worthwhile ministry gather to deliver
dinners and desserts to the South Congregational Church

in Spfld. Stuart Johnsen makes casseroles while additional
volunteers make cakes and transport the food. In usual
circumstances, the food is served by members of this
mission to those in the community who are underserved
and unhoused. Currently due to the Coronavirus
pandemic, our volunteers are not serving the food.

If you are interested in baking casseroles or in a larger role
in Loaves and Fishes, please contact Stuart Johnsen.
Please contact Judy Hoffman if you are interested in

baking or Nancy Peck to assist with transporting food. If
you are interested in making a donation, please send to

WUC with Loaves and Fishes on the envelope.

loc ' @ Judy - Email: imjrhoffman@hotmail.com,
EFISHES), .« Phone: 413-596-8353
o OO, Nancy — Phone: 413-596-6952

Rescuing Food. Reducing Hunger.
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WUC Scholarship Information
Scholarships for Church Members

Please contact Judy Hoffman for
more information at 544-5908
or imjrhoffman@hotmail.com.

s e
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e
Shopping Card Updates L
Currently we have Amazon, Big Y, Stop&Shop, and
Walgreens. They range in denominations of $25-$100.

Shopping cards can also be ordered online or picked up
during office hours with Pastor Chip or Rev. Paul.

Information about online ordering can be found on our
website at :

https://wilbrahamunitedchurch.org/gift-card-ministry/

including information about the new Smart Phone App —
RaiseRight to shop with Scrip.
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Knit, Stitch, Pray

Knit, Stitch, Pray will continue
Saturday mornings from 10-noon.

If you are interested in joining please contact:

Karen Gatchell at Gatchell @charter.net for the
Zoom invitation.

No experience is necessary, no knitting or
stitching is necessary.

Come along for a morning of laughter
and friendship!

oA * “va ”
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How do 1
stay connected?

Worship with us!
On the Lawn or
Facebook Live

*Sunday a.m. at 10:00 a.m.

Visit with Us!

(safely with masks and appt)
In Zeckhausen Rm

Pastor Chip’s Office hours:
Wed. and Thurs:
10 a.m. -2 p.m.

Rev. Paul’s Office hours:
Tues: 3:30- 5 p.m.
Thurs: 5:30-7 p.m.
Sat: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Assist Us!

- Help with our monthly
drives

« Sew masks

- Purchase gift cards

. Reach out to a church
member by phone, email
or snail mail

. Loaves and Fishes

« Outreach missions

Connect with Us!

*Facebook Live
*Branchline newsletters
*WUC website
*Email or phone
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And now for some comic relief,.

Do you ever wonder what Pastor Chip
and Rev. Paul chat about
after the cameras are done rolling?

And then I said...

“Luke, I am your
father!”
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At Wilbraham United Church

&

Do you love reading the Branchline?

Would you, a family member or friend like to receive this
newsletter by mail? If so, please contact
admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
or call Aimee Walat at 413-596-2511 ext. 100.

We would be happy to send along a copy of the
Branchline and share all the great happenings here at
Wilbraham United Church!
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-
Coming up in
Summer Branchline...

~

. VBC information
. Summer services
- . Eye catching clipart
. Stand out news!
. Featured Staff article!
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Southern New England Conference
United Church of Christ
Living the Love & Justice cf Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References -April 2021 (Year B)

Thurs. Apr. 1

Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Fri., Apr. 2

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25 or
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1-19:42

Sat., Apr. 3

Holy Saturday

Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations

3:1-9, 19-24

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16

1 Peter 4:1-8

Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42

Sun., Apr. 4

Easter

Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 10:34-43
John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8

Mon., Apr. 5

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Genesis 1:1-19

1 Corinthians 15:35-49

Tues., Apr. 6

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Genesis 1:20-2:4a

1 Corinthians 15:50-58

Wed., Apr. 7

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Song of Solomon 3:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Thurs., Apr. 8
Psalm 133
Daniel 1:1-21
Acts 2:42-47

Fri., Apr. 9
Psalm 133
Daniel 2:1-23
Acts 4:23-31

Sat., Apr. 10
Psalm 133
Daniel 2:24-49
John 12:44-50

Sun., Apr. 11

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

1 John 1:1-2:2

John 20:19-31

Mon., Apr. 12
Psalm 135

Daniel 3:1-30
1 John 2:3-11

Tues. Apr. 13
Psalm 135
Daniel 6:1-28
1 John 2:12-17

Wed., Apr. 14
Psalm 135

Isaiah 26:1-15
Mark 12:18-27

Thurs., Apr. 15
Psalm 4

Daniel 9:1-19

1 John 2:18-25

Fri., Apr. 16
Psalm 4

Daniel 10:2-19
1 John 2:26-28

Sat., Apr. 17
Psalm 4

Acts 3:1-10
Luke 22:24-30

Sun., Apr. 18

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36b-48

Mon., Apr. 19
Psalm 150
Jeremiah 30:1-11a
1 John 3:10-16

Tues., Apr. 20
Psalm 150
Hosea 5:15-6:6
2 John 1-6

Wed., Apr. 21
Psalm 150
Proverbs 9:1-6
Mark 16:9-18

Thurs., Apr. 22
Psalm 23
Genesis 30:25-43
Acts 3:17-26

Fri., Apr. 23

Psalm 23

Genesis 46:28-47:6
Acts 4:1-4

Sat., Apr. 24
Psalm 23
Genesis 48:8-19
Mark 6:30-34

Sun., Apr. 25

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:11-18

Mon., Apr. 26
Psalm 95

1 Samuel 16:1-13
1 Peter 5:1-5

Tues., Apr. 27
Psalm 95

1 Chronicles 11:1-9
Revelation 7:13-17

Wed., Apr. 28
Psalm 95
Micah 7:8-20
Mark 14:26-31

Thurs., Apr. 29
Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 8:1-7
Acts 8:1b-8

Fri., Apr. 30
Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 8:11-13
Acts 8:9-25

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their
own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Southern New England Conference, UCC



Southern New England Conference

United Church of Christ
' ’ ) Living the Love & Justice of Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References -May 2021 (Year B)

Sat. May. 1
Psalm 22:25-31
Amos 9:7-15
Mark 4:30-32

Sun., May. 2

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31

1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8

Mon., May. 3
Psalm 80

Isaiah 5:1-7
Galatians 5:16-26

Tues., May. 4
Psalm 80

Isaiah 32:9-20
James 3:17-18

Wed., May. 5
Psalm 80

Isaiah 65:17-25
John 14:18-31

Thurs., May. 6
Psalm 98
Isaiah 49:5-6
Acts 10:1-34

Fri., May. 7
Psalm 98
Isaiah 42:5-9
Acts 10:34-43

Sat., May. 8

Psalm 98

Deuteronomy 32:44-47
Mark 10:42-45

Sun., May. 9

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98

1 John 5:1-6

John 15:9-17

Mon., May. 10

Psalm 93
Deuteronomy 7:1-11 1
Timothy 6:11-12

Tues., May. 11

Psalm 93
Deuteronomy 11:1-17
1 Timothy 6:13-16

Wed., May. 12

Psalm 93
Deuteronomy 11:18-21
Mark 16:19-20

Thurs. May. 13
Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47 or Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53

Fri., May. 14
Psalm 47

Exodus 24:15-18
Revelation 1:9-18

Sat., May. 15
Psalm 47
Deuteronomy 34:1-7
John 16:4-11

Sun., May. 16

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1

1 John 5:9-13

John 17:6-19

Mon., May. 17
Psalm 115
Exodus 28:29-38
Philippians 1:3-11

Tues., May. 18
Psalm 115
Numbers 8:5-22
Titus 1:1-9

Wed.,May. 19
Psalm 115
Ezra 9:5-15
John 16:16-24

Thurs., May. 20

Psalm 33:12-22

Genesis 2:4b-7

1 Corinthians 15:42b-49

Fri., May. 21

Psalm 33:12-22

Job 37:1-13

1 Corinthians 15:50-57

Sat., May. 22
Psalm 33:12-22
Exodus 15:6-11
John 7:37-39

Sun., May. 23
Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1- 21

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Mon., May. 24

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Joel 2:18-29

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Tues., May. 25
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Genesis 11:1-9
1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Wed., May. 26
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Ezekiel 37:1-14
John 20:19-23

Thurs., May. 27
Psalm 29

Isaiah 1:1-4, 16-20
Romans 8:1-8

Fri., May. 28
Psalm 29

Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 8:9-11

Sat., May. 29

Psalm 29

Isaiah 5:15-24

John 15:18-20, 26-27

Sun., May. 30
Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

Mon., May. 31
Psalm 99

1 Samuel 2:11-17
Romans 9:19-29

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their

own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Southern New England Conference, UCC
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Rev. Wallace A. Hurd IV, Senior Pastor
Pastor@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 103

Rev. Paul B. Nesbit, Associate Pastor
ChristianEd@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 105

Mark Jacobson, Director of Music Ministries
markjacobson104@gmail.com
Ext. 106

Eric True, Custodian
WUCBuilding@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 107

Betsy Johnsen, Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 100

Aimee Walat, Administrative Assistant
Admin@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 100
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