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Dear Church Family:

We have entered the final month of the year, and
the busyness of the holiday season is in full swing.
If my house is any indication, many of us have
already dragged out the ornaments and lights, put
up the wreaths and the stockings, and dusted off
the knick-knacks and heirlooms that signal the
arrival of the Christmas season. The rituals of
preparing our homes may differ one to another,
but all of us have some way we ready ourselves
and our families for the season to come.

In our church, we change out our paraments and
banners, set up the advent wreath, switch our sung
responses and, seemingly overnight — but with
tremendous effort by so many behind the scenes —
transform our building into a winter wonderland
for the Holly Fair, happening on Saturday,
December 11th. We are tremendously grateful that
Kim Ryan has volunteered to coordinate this
year’s fair, and she has done a fantastic job
restarting and adapting after we were forced to
cancel in 2020. And we are grateful to and for all
the Lug Nuts, café workers, raffle sellers, cookie
bakers, and the dozens and dozens who will help
out in the coming days to ensure a wonderful
experience of extravagant welcome for all who
enter our doors that day.

The transformation for the Holly Fair — the
garlands strung from the ceilings, the colorfully
and expertly wrapped bulletin boards, the giant
tree, the energy and enthusiasm that fills our halls
— has become a wonderful reminder of the ways in
which we are asked to prepare ourselves and our
community during the season of Advent. There is
a collaborative metamorphosis of our building and
our community. We marshal our gifts and our
experience to share with one another and our

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”
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friends and neighbors. We partake in a generous
and joyous spirit that gives us the strength to do
the hard work needed to pull off such an event.

In Advent, we prepare and we wait, for the
glorious revelation of God’s love that we know in
Christ. We prepare ourselves and our lives for the
arrival of God into our world. We wait to hear the
good news again, that born to us this day is
Emmanuel, God with us. And we prepare our
church — not our building, but our community — to
be a part of the continual revelation of God’s love
as it unfolds in our world, and to share that good
news and increase God’s presence with all of us.

On Christmas Eve, we hear that the light shines in
the darkness and the darkness does not overcome
it. Even in the darkness of our second pandemic
winter, we are preparing the way of the Lord, not
in fear, but in hope. Even under the gloom of
political, social and cultural discord, we wait for
the Prince of Peace and the Lord of Love. Even
among the shadows of uncertainty and anxiety
over the changes in our own community, we trust
in the promises of God. The light shines in the
darkness.

God is with us as we prepare the way of the Lord.
God is with us as we ready to welcome Christ
extravagantly, in every face we see. God is with us
as we shine that light into the darkness, and cast
away all fear. God is with us as we reveal to the
world what has been revealed to us. God is with
us as we bring joy and peace, hope and love into
the world. God 1s with us, Emmanuel.

Peace,

Pastor Chip
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I have vivid memories of sitting in the back of my first grade classroom®
near the back door of the room. I was in the back and on that side as our desks
and chairs were screwed to the floor! Sister Patricia Francis had arranged our
seating by our reading groups and mine happened to be on that side of the
room. I was in the back as I was tall.

While I was always envious of those students who sat in the front seats, I
soon discovered that the back seat of that classroom had some perks. It turns
out that seat was the closest to Sister Superior’s office. Now, some people
might think of this as something ominous, I soon learned that it gave me a few
coveted jobs in the school. In 1968 at St. Mary the Morningstar School, in lieu
of an intercom system, any important news item was usually passed by a

handwritten note to each grade by a messenger. More often than not, I would
feel that familiar tap and be called into the hallway by Sister Superior with the
instructions, “Take this note to all classrooms and wait for a response,
dear.” Off I’d go to each classroom on the main floor for grades 1-4 and
upstairs for grades 5-8.

I recall being very happy going into each room as I had been taught to
knock twice and go into the room. I would hand Sister the note, she would
read it, check off her grade on the outside and give it back to me. All went well
until I hit the 8th grade classroom. The biggest kids in the school were in
there, Sister Agnes Claudia (she was as tough as that name sounds) was their
teacher, and the door had a mysterious sign on it that read, “Do Not

> 1 could not make out or decipher the word “disturb” and went
ahead and knocked on the door. The door swung open quickly and I was
greeted with the unkind face of Sister Agnes Claudia. “Can’t you read?” she
barked. Scared half to death I handed her the note. She came back in a
minute, smiled at me and, as she handed me the note said, “Thank you.” It all
ended well, even though for that day I was an unexpected messenger to the
eighth grade class.

Continued
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" In today’s Gospel message, we hear Luke’s version of the :
b 8t4 beginning of John the Baptist’s mlnlstry Now, early on in Luke’sy
gospel we find the story of the angel coming to Zechariah to announce 3¢ £

John’s conception. John’s mother, Elizabeth, is the one who greets
Mary and tells her that she is blessed among all women. Now, a first
time reader could make this connection and see how John the Baptist
could become an unexpected messenger.

Can you imagine the looks on the faces of the people at the sight
and sound of John the Baptist? They must have thought this guy was
nuts! However, his message was persistent: repent and prepare the way
of the Lord! “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Do we still have unexpected messengers today? 1 believe we
do. These messengers come in all shapes and sizes with various
backgrounds, degrees, and life experiences. Some messengers are even
surprised that they have been called upon to be messengers. Each
Advent, as we prepare ourselves to welcome or re-welcome Christ into
our lives as we hear the prologues, the preparations and gospel stories,
we also have to find our place as “unexpected messengers.” Here is the
catch: we, as Christians, are all called to serve as messengers. We show
the message of the coming of God’s Kingdom or Reign in how we act,
listen, love, and pray. As “unexpected messengers” we have to prepare
ourselves and make straight our own paths to “prepare the way of the
Lord.” At sometimes, much like walking into that 8" grade classroom,
your initial reception may not always be so nice.

In the midst of decorating, shopping, wrapping, celebrating,
we must all find times to do what we can to be ready to re-establish our
relationship with God and our roles as Christian to be “unexpected
messengers.”

Peace and love,

Saul




Annual Pledge Income Budget: $196,000
Pledge receipts through November: $181,294

We thank you for your gifts.

= With four Sundays left in the year, we find that total

8 pledge receipts shown above, along with other additional
 gifts to current operations, bring our total receipts to

& $191 544.

* The 2021 budget passed at Annual Meeting showed our
,expected expenses exceeding income by about $68,000. In
~ addition, we encountered unexpected expenses related to | ¢
'the flooding that occurred in the basement and the need to ‘'
replace our boiler. While it seems that some progress has
Z been made to close the gap, for which we are very thank-
‘\:ﬂ ful, it appears that a large gap between expected expenses
‘\\ and income remains. Please c0n51der if there is anything

W» 7 Preparatlon of the 2022 budget is underway Have you
= e % returned your pledge card? Your response is critical to
t\i‘:q. | determining whether our expense budget will be in
\\ gt alignment with our income. Please prayerfully consider
N 2 #l what this church and its missions mean to you, and




THE FINANCE COMMISSION:

IRS GIFTING GUIDANCE

== deductible gifts. This has prompted us to send
— this reminder regarding the IRS rules that we
— must follow regarding reporting of gifts, from

-which there can be no exceptions.

- To qualify as a gift for tax year 2021, the gift
must either

= 1) if mailed, be postmarked on or before
Friday, December 31, 2021, or

:2) be delivered to the church office no later
-than between 12 pm and 3 pm on Friday,
;,;_\ December 31st, at which time Pastor Chip’s
— office hours close.

- We must point out this example: a check dated
-on or before December 31 which does not meet ==
the criteria listed above will be counted as a gift =
eceived in 2022. If made to fulfill a 2021 =
_pledge, it will be so noted and appear as
— “Pledge — Prior Year” in the 2022 accounting.

Thank you for your gifts
and your understanding.




Thank you for the warm and generous welcome you’ve extended in the past six
weeks. It’s been my pleasure to be here with you. We are on an amazing journey of
discovery in uncharted territory. Many organizations around the globe, including
churches and choirs, are asking similar questions about rebooting programs and
getting together again. It’s challenging and we can face it as a giving and under-
standing group of seekers on this trip together.

The bell choir and the adult voice choir are now meeting regularly on Thursday
evenings at 7pm (bells) and 7:45pm (voices). Our groups gather in the sanctuary so
there is more opportunity for social distancing. Health safety is important and we are
taking precautions with that in mind.

We are now preparing for the Pageant (10am Sunday service on December 19) and
the Christmas Eve services (4pm and 7:30pm). If anyone receiving this Newsletter
would like to participate in a choir short term, for any of the Holiday services, please
let me know. We would enjoy having anyone join us for short term — or as a member
of one or both groups.

This message is filled with greetings of the season. May it be a blessed time of the
year for you and yours. Thank you to all who are ringing and singing.

N
T

Blessings,

Bobbie




Church School—Winter/Spring 2022

All classes will be held in person during the church service. We all start together in the church except for
Communion Sunday where the children start in their classes.
Middle School will attend the whole church service on Communion Sundays.

DATE

SCRIPTURE

January 2 *Communion

No Class

No Class

January 9

Jesus’ Baptism

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 16 **MLK Weekend

Wedding at Cana

John 2:1-11

January 23

Jesus Goes to Nazareth

Luke 4:14-30

January 30

Jeremiah

Jeremiah 1:4-10

February 6

The Disciples

Luke 5:1-11; 8:1-3

February 13

The Beatitudes

Luke 6:17-26

February 20 **February Vaca.

Joseph Feeds His Family

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

February 27 **February Vaca.

The Transfiguration

Luke 9:28-36

March 6 *Communion

Tempted

Luke 4:1-13

March 13

God’s Promises to Abram

Genesis

March 20

Parable of the Fig Tree

Luke 13:1-9

March 27

The Prodigal Son

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

April 3 *Communion

Mary Anoints Jesus

John 12: 1-8

April 10

Holy Week

Luke 19:28-40; 22:14-23, 56

April 17 *Easter

No Class—Easter Sunday

No Class—Easter Sunday

April 24 **April Vacation

Doubting Thomas

John 20:19-31

May 1 *Communion

Saul to Paul

Acts 9:1-20

May 8 **Mothers’ Day

Peter and Tabitha

Acts 9:36-43

May 15

Peter’s Dream

Acts 11:1-18

May 22

Lydia

Acts 16:9-15

May 29 **Memorial Day Wknd

No Class—Memorial Day

No Class—Memorial Day

June 5*Communion/Pentecost

The Holy Spirit

Acts 2: 1-4, 36-42

June 12

Celebration Sunday!

Celebration Sunday!

**The team has to decide if we have classes on long weekends and school vacations

There is a bonus lesson on Paul and Silas (Acts 16: 16-40)
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I'T'S ALMOST RERE!

OUR HOLLY FAIR IS
THIS SATURDAY!

We still need a couple more helpers for:
Greeting (lla-lp, 1-3p)
Holly Cafe (mid-morning)
Please contact Kim:

WUChurchEvents@gmail or (Y13) 519-6335




Join Us!

ON THE GlFT

—SHEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

With Heifer International,
Wilbraham United Church
extends our outreach globally.

To find out more, join us in
December for our Living Gift
Market at Fellowship Hour.

Please visit the Heifer
International website to
purchase from their catalog:

https://www.heifer.org/gift- B ’ bl S
catalog/index.html l e tu y

Join us weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7:15 p.m. on Zoom .

Bible Study is discussing “God Is in the Manger”, a collection of
reflections on Advent and Christmas by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
Bonhoeffer was a renowned German theologian in the
20th century, a founder of the Confessing Church, the author of
“The Cost of Discipleship” and an inspiration to the American Civil
Rights Movement. Bonhoeffer was arrested, imprisoned and
executed by the Nazis for his unswerving resistance.

Email Pastor Chip for the Zoom link—We hope to “see” you there!




Many thanks to everyone who has helped with
Discipleship’s mission to continue to update our
classrooms. We will continue to paint the nursery and
hallway through out the next couple months.

If you feel so moved to help with this project,
we are still welcoming Home Depot gift cards a
items from the Amazon wish list!

If you have any questions or
would like to help,
please reach out to
Aurora at aapierangelo@gmail.com.

.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1NEBN3K
ref =wl share
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Dear Wilbraham United Church,

I wish to convey my sincere thanks and profound gratitude for
everything you have done for me. The last 25 years have been a
wonderful journey filled with so many good things. The "send-off"
that you prepared for me last month was very thoughtful and some-
what overwhelming. Your generous gifts were heartwarming and
appreciated. Words are inadequate to describe what you all mean to
me. I hope you know. Some of you, I will see "around and about,"
some of you, I may not encounter again. Whichever the case, I will
hold the good people of Wilbraham United in my heart and the
many memories of this exceptional experience will cheer me, lift me,
and sustain me for the rest of my life.

God bless us, everyone.
Mark Jacobson

Thanks so very much for an amazing food drive of 817 Ibs. That is
awesome. Please thank all involved for helping many people have a
nice Thanksgiving. And please wish everyone a very Happy
Thanksgiving from all of us here.

Gratefully,

Mary Cassidy
Executive Director
Community Survival Center




.THE HULLY FAIR
VOLUNTEER LIST
THAT IS!

‘ ANY HELP IS APPRECIATED
FRI 12/10 AND SATURDAY 12/11

SIGN UP ON THE LISTS AT CHURCH OR EMAIL KIM

WUCHURCHEVENTSeGMAIL.COM

Ruth Karlson
December 13th

December 2021 VISIT US ONLINE wilbrahamunitedchurch.org



Bits of news, needs
and announcements

If anyone has an interest in a breakfast club,
Chris Lima would like to start a Breakfast Club,
ROMEQO( retired old men eating out ).
ROMEO group would be for men in the
congregation. We would go out for breakfast once
or twice a month.

Please touch base with Chris Lima, 603-966-0324

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to deliver poinsettias to shut ins.
We will need a list of volunteers who can delivery as well
as a list of those who would appreciate some holiday

cheer BEFORE Thurs Dec 24 (Christmas Eve). We will
need the addresses of those who are having deliveries.

We also need volunteers who are willing to deliver
Sunday flowers during regular Sundays when the
donations are designated for someone who might be
happy to receive a bouquet.

Call Edna at 596-6666 or email ednajcolcord@gmail.com
If you can help or have a name and address of someone
who could use a delivery.

December 2021 VISIT US ONLINE wilbrahamunitedchurch.org



Would you, a family member or friend like to receive
this newsletter by mail? If so, please contact
admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
or call Aimee Walat at 413-596-2511 ext. 100.

We would be happy to send along a copy of the
Branchline and share all the great happenings here at
Wilbraham United Church!

Do you love Shopplng and are look- |
ing for ways to help WUC?

Well... we have the perfect idea for
you!

Gift Cards!!
, You can conveniently pick them up during
office hours or right after Church!

Currently we have:

Stop&Shop: $25-$100
Big Y: $50-$100
Amazon: $25 and $100




‘Karaoke Family Fun Night

/" Sat. Dec 18th
o—7 Ppm
Fellowship

Questions: please’contact Rev. Paul X
at chrlstlanedC\\’1lbrahamun1tedchurch 01’(I

Plecemakers %
Mondays in the Bliss Room &5
10 a.m.
Contact Nancy Peck for
more information at
Ncpeck@gmall com
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Christmas Eve Services

Join us as we celebrate our joy at the birth of Jesus Christ
on Christmas Eve:

Family Service at 4:30 p.m.
Service of Lessons and Carols and candlelight at 7:30 p.m.
All services will be available
in person and on Facebook Live

We invite you to gather your family and join us.
We will hear the Good News of the coming of Jesus Christ
to God’s people

We will sing the familiar tunes, and raise a joyful noise to
the Lord. We invite you to share the light of Christ with one
another, shining a light into the darkness for all to see.




2 Visit with us!

Oftfice Hours

Pastor Chip
Wed. and Thurs:
10 am to 2 pm

Rev. Paul

Tues:
330 pm to 5 pm

Thurs:
530 pm to 7 pm

Reminders:
Please wear a mask
in the building

The church will be closed
Dec 25— Jan 3

December 2021 VISIT US ONLINE wilbrahamunitedchurch.org



<he Thritt Sho,.
At Wilbraham United Church

Thrift Shop Updates

We have made the decision to
postpone the opening of the Thrift
Shop until next year.

We will continue to monitor the
current community health
information in order to make a
decision of when we can safely reopen.

Unfortunately, we cannot accept any
donations at this time.

Thank you
for your continued support.

Donna and Nancy
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December 2021 VISIT US ONLINE wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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Southern New England Conference

United Church of Christ

Living the Love & Justice of Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References - December 2021 (Year C)

Wed., Dec. 1
Psalm 90

Isaiah 1:24-31
Luke 11:29-32

Thurs., Dec. 2
Luke 1:68-79
Malachi 3:5-12
Philippians 1:12-18a

Fri., Dec. 3

Luke 1:68-79
Malachi 3:13-18
Philippians 1:18b-26

Sat., Dec. 4

Luke 1:68-79
Malachi 4:1-6
Luke 9:1-6

Sun., Dec. 5

Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79

Philippians 1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6

Mon., Dec. 6
Psalm 126
Isaiah 40:1-11
Romans 8:22-25

Tues., Dec. 7
Psalm 126
Isaiah 19:18-25
2 Peter 1:2-15

Wed., Dec. 8
Psalm 126

Isaiah 35:3-7
Luke 7:18-30

Thurs., Dec. 9
Isaiah 12:2-6

Amos 6:1-8

2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Fri., Dec. 10
Isaiah 12:2-6
Amos 8:4-12
2 Corinthians 9:1-15

Sat., Dec. 11
Isaiah 12:2-6
Amos 9:8-15
Luke 1:57-66

Sun., Dec. 12

Third Sunday of Advent

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Mon. Dec. 13
Isaiah 11:1-9
Numbers 16:1-19
Hebrews 13:7-17

Tues., Dec. 14
Isaiah 11:1-9
Numbers 16:20-35
Acts 28:23-31

Wed., Dec. 15
Isaiah 11:1-9
Micah 4:8-13
Luke 7:31-35

Thurs., Dec. 16
Psalm 80:1-7
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 10:10-18

Fri., Dec. 17
Psalm 80:1-7
Isaiah 42:10-18
Hebrews 10:32-39

Sat., Dec. 18
Psalm 80:1-7

Isaiah 66:7-11
Luke 13:31-35

Sun., Dec. 19

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7

Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

Mon., Dec. 20
Psalm 113

Genesis 25:19-28
Colossians 1:15-20

Tues., Dec. 21
Psalm 113
Genesis 30:1-24
Romans 8:18-30

Wed., Dec. 22
Psalm 113
Isaiah 42:14-21
Luke 1:5-25

Thurs., Dec. 23
Luke 1:46b-55
Micah 4:6-8

2 Peter 1:16-21

Fri., Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97

Titus 3:4-7

Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

Sat., Dec. 25
Christmas Day
Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

Sun., Dec. 26

First Sunday after Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Psalm 148

Colossians 3:12-17

Luke 2:41-52

Mon., Dec. 27
Psalm 148
Proverbs 8:32-36
John 21:19b-24

Tues., Dec. 28
Psalm 148

Isaiah 54:1-13
Revelation 21:1-7

Wed., Dec. 29
Psalm 147:12-20

1 Chronicles 28:1-10
1 Corinthians 3:10-17

Thurs., Dec. 30
Psalm 147:12-20

2 Chronicles 1:7-13
Mark 13:32-37

Fri., Dec. 31

New Year's Eve
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8

Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their
own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Southern New England Conference, UCC
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Rev. Wallace A. Hurd IV, Senior Pastor
Pastor@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 103

Rev. Paul B. Nesbit, Associate Pastor
ChristianEd@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 105

Bobbie Morkin, Interim Director of Music Ministries
Ext. 106

Eric True, Custodian
WUCBuilding@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 107

Betsy Johnsen, Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 100

Aimee Walat, Administrative Assistant
Admin@WilbrahamUnitedChurch.org
Ext. 100
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