
“Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing.”  Hebrews 13:1 

Welcome to September!  Welcome to a new church season, 

The church will soon be in full swing, beginning with our Homecoming Sunday, and I believe that abundance and 
blessings do abound here at Wilbraham United Church.   I know that this community has wonderful events, services, 
good purpose, and many wonderful things happening.  There is much to look forward to as we propel ourselves into 
fall and strive to discern what God wants of us. 

As people of faith, we know that God moves in mysterious ways.  We know that there exists a Divine plan before and 
around us, moving and working, and yes at times, shaking things up, sometimes a little, sometimes A LOT.    But our 
faith tells us that God does indeed have a powerful plan for us, and we are drawn together, with hope, to better under-
stand that plan.   

To Quote Job who, was bold enough to demand answers from God, and who ultimately admitted his lack of under-
standing, said: 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

“I know that you can do all things, and no purpose of yours can be thwarted….Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”   

Indeed, it is true that we don’t always see immediate results from our prayers and supplications.  We know that the 
world doesn’t always move in ways that we would like, but that does not mean that God, well, ISN’T, and not loving us 
all the more.   Let us never be oblivious to the fact that God also work’s in the world through us, in the works that we 
do, in the love that we give, in the goodness that we exemplify. 

This is why church is so important and why it is so important that we grow together as a strong, vibrant community of 
faith. 

Jesus said: 

“I can do nothing on my own…because I seek to do not my own will but the will of Him who sent me” 

Let us rejoice in a wonderful church season and remember to do God’s work, for we are God’s people. 

 

September Blessings,  

Rev Janet 

The October Branchline Deadline is September 25th.  Please sub-
mit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 



Hello! from the Music Room 

There’s an old saying about travelers who’ve been out on the road a while. When they arrive home, their 
souls are still out on the path. That’s how it feels sitting here at the far edge of summer. We’re flying 
smack into September, but our souls are stuck somewhere between June and July. Eventually we’ll all 
show up, but surely, there’s some longing for summer that still hangs on in most of us.  

But I hope (trust) that choir members are looking forward to rebooting for rehearsals beginning Septem-
ber 7 so we can prepare for Homecoming Sunday, the 10th.  If you have thoughts about participating in 
one of the choirs, this is a great time to do so. Any time is fine, but there’s no catching up when you get in 
at the beginning of a new season.   

Some Thank You(s): First of all to Kathy and Tim who put together a lovely Sunday afternoon Choir(s)/
Church picnic for us in early July. (It poured rain and stormed on our way home – no GPS – we got lost, 
but turned around and finally found our way….) Thanks also to the member and guest participants who 
have supplied special music this summer: Bell and Voice Choir members who gathered for Rev. Janet’s 
first Sunday; Ben and Marcia who were guest organists while I was away; Patti with two vocal solos; the 
VBC Quintet (with congregation); Audrey, Candy, Deb, Karen and Patti with Bell Quartets organized by 
Deb; and finally three hymn sings. A great variety – this participation is highly appreciated by all of us.  

 

So…………….. even though some (or many) of us are hanging out in June and July, let’s show up and 
get going – greeting each other and enjoy making music for the glory of God. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria – See you in church!! 

 

Bobbie 



On August 25th members of the Bell Choir spent the day taking apart all of the handbells, 
washing, polishing, and having them “tuned” by a representative of the manufacturer. We 
also invited the Bell Choir from the Easthampton Church, members of which are our “bell 
buddies”! Both groups’ bells look shiny and new and ring so much better. Let us know if 
you can tell the difference! 











Karen Gatchell will be star ng up Knit, S tch, Pray  Most mee ngs will be held on the second Saturday of the month from 10-
12. The dates and mes are subject to change and are being hosted at Karen's home: 15 Raymond Drive, Wilbraham. All are 
welcome. No experience is necessary.  
 
"What we have in common is a desire to make things for others, whether it be a prayer shawl (I can teach you to knit one and 
give you needles and yarn!), a quilt, a sweater, a hat, or any other project that needs some hand work. Please invite a friend, 
even one who doesn’t have any project in mind but would like some company. We talk about life and share each other’s experi-
ences, joys, and concerns." 
  
Also on October 8 from 1-6, Karen is sponsoring Pillowcases for Children. 
"This event is in memory of my daughter, Ellen Gourlay who died 10 years ago. She made pillowcases and quilts for family and 
friends. I would like to give back to the community with your help by making pillowcases for Shriners Hospital for Children, 
Ronald McDonald House, Open Pantry Homeless Shelter, and Springfield Rescue Mission. While most of the pillowcases I make 
are for children I have given to men and women in need also. I am surrounded by a loving community of quilters who have been 
very generous with their fabric dona ons and their me in the past. I will have kits prepared to make pillowcases. Again, no ex-
perience is necessary. If you want to come along and have a chat you are welcome." 
 
To contact Karen directly about these events: gatchell@charter.net or 413-237-1598 

Here are the dates for Knit, S tch, Pray: 
2023 
September 9, 10-12 
October 14, 10-12 
November 4, 10-12 
December 9, 10-12 
  
 

2024 
January 6, 10-12 (note this is the 1st Saturday) 
February 10, 10-12 
March 9, 10-12 
April 13, 10-12 
May 11, 10-12 
June 8, 10-12 
July 13, 10-12 
August 10, 10-12 
September 14, 10-12 
October 12, 10-12 
November 9, 10-12 
December 14, 10-12 



Thank you to all who have supported the Shopping Card Program to help support WUC. 
In an effort to increase our fundraising via the Shopping Cards, we will be initiating a 
monthly “pre-order” opportunity.  You will be able to pre-order just about any shopping 
card you are interested in during the first 2 weeks of the month.  At the end of the month, 
you can pick up your shopping cards at church or in the church office.  There is a link to 
the complete list of shopping cards as well as the order form on our website. You can stop 
at the shopping card table if you’d like more information, or to pick up an order form. 






