“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

anch 2024
From the Pastor’s Dark....

“It is in solitude that we discover that being is more important that having and that we are worth more
that the results of our efforts. In solitude we discover that our life is not a possession to be defended but a
gift to be shared.”

Henri Nouwen
Welcome to the Month of March,

As we yearn for the warmth and light of spring to come to us, and as we patiently wait for Easter to herald in
Christ’s glorious resurrection, we are still called to continue our good works in this important season of
Lent. We may ask why it is important to continue our preparation in the wilderness. We may be saying:

“Let’s get out of this dreary season as quickly as we can!”

We must recognize that Lent is a learning and gathering experience, beckoning us to grow spiritually, gath-
ering us together as a body of Christ, and granting us a window into the life and public ministry of Jesus
Christ. For Christian people, this season leading up to Easter is also a necessary time to gain insight and un-
derstanding into the great sacrifice which Jesus made on our behalf. Our Lenten journey helps us to better
understand the enormity of Christ’s sacrifice to the world.

continued on page 2



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued)

If we didn’t experience this time, we would go from Christmas to Easter, from birth to death without really
understand what being a Christian is truly about.

Perhaps to more fully appreciate the sacrifice, we need to better understand the life of Jesus; to live as he
lived, giving a little more of ourselves for the good of those around us, healing others with our acts of kind-
ness and generosity, doing things which are life-serving and generous, like Jesus did. Perhaps then and only
then we may gain a little more insight into the depth of what Jesus gave and what he endured for our sake, for
our eternal selves.

As we journey to Easter, let us set our minds on what it means to be Christian people, followers of Christ, and
children of God.

In Praise of Easter,

Rev Janet

Work of the Interim Meetings will pause until
after Easter.

DID YOU KNOW? Our church has had a
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE Pastor/Parish Relations Committee for
many years. In our Bylaws, Section 4a,
(Administration Commission), states “The
Administration Commission fosters an
, honest and open relationship among the
R A o O ISERVICE AT 10 AM. minister(s), all members of the church staff
VPER A FITEN A A and the members of the congregation, and
MARCH 29 - GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT 12 P.M. 18 empowered to appoint a Pastor/Parish
R e e SERVICEATL1O A M. Relations Committee in pursuit of this
goal.” The current members are Patti
Colkos (Tricia30@charter.net), Judy Hoft-
Wilbraham United Church ~ Man (imjrhoffman@hotmail.com), and
Nan Shepard (sshep48622@aol.com). If
any person has compliments or concerns
about our minister(s) and/or members of
our church staff, please contact us so that
we can listen to you.

Al are weleome




Hello! from the Music Room

This is a short collection of words but they are long in sentiment. It’s a message to say Thank You to the players, ringers and
singers who devote hours of time working on pieces of music from Homecoming Sunday to Celebration Sunday. These volun-
teers bring sounds of comfort, joy, soul searching and healing love that flow through the Sanctuary all those months.

Lent gives us a season of stretching as we move from Ash Wednesday into Holy Week. Palm Sunday leads us to Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday culminating in Easter Sunday. As we recall this passage of time we are given the invitation to express
all those sentiments of comfort, joy, soul searching and healing love in the music we bring on Sunday mornings. The number
of days are few but the amount of music composers have been, and still are inspired to write for the glory of God, is vast. With
this wide array of musical options, we are striving to bring sounds to you that bring meaning to the days of Lent and Easter.

Thank you to everyone for your support and encouragement to the players, ringers and singers here at WUC, as we journey on
to Holy Week.

Soli Deo Gloria!

Bobbie

The April Branchline Deadline is March 29th. Please

submit items of note to

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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Donations of candy are needed to
fill eggs for our Easter Sunday
Egg Hunt. Please drop off pre-
wrapped candy (small - sized to
fit inside plastic eggs) before
Wednesday March 27th in either
the Church Office or the Christian
Ed Office.

Candy to fill Easter eggs for the egg hunt
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Southern New England Conference

United Church of Christ
‘ ' Living the Love & Justice of Jesus

Daily Lectionary Scripture References - March 2024 (Year B)

Friday., Mar. 1
Psalm 19

Exodus 19:9b-15
Acts 7:30-40

Sat., Mar. 2
Psalm 19

Exodus 19:16-25
Mark 9:2-8

Sun., Mar. 3

Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Mon., Mar. 4

Psalm 84

1 Kings 6:1-4, 21-22
1 Corinthians 3:10-23

Tues., Mar. 5

Psalm 84

2 Chronidles 29:1-11, 16-19
Hebrews 9:23-28

Wed., Mar. 6
P=alm 84

Ezra 6:1-16
Acts 15:36-41

Thurs., Mar. 7
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Genesis 9:8-17
Ephesians 1:3-6

Fri., Mar. 8

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Daniel 12:5-13
Ephesians 1:7-14

Sat., Mar. 9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Numbers 20:22-29
John 3:1-13

Sun., Mar. 10

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Mumbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Mon., Mar. 11
Psalm 107:1-16
Exodus 15:22-27
Hebrews 3:1-6

Tues., Mar. 12
Psalm 107:1-16
Numbers 20:1-13

1 Corinthians 10:6-13

Wed., Mar. 13
P=salm 107:1-16
Isaiah 60:15-22
John 8:12-20

Thurs., Mar. 14
Psalm 51:1-12

Isaiah 30:15-18B
Hebrews 4:1-13

Fri., Mar. 15
Psalm 51:1-12
Exodus 30:1-10
Hebrews 4:14—5:4

Sat., Mar. 16
Psalm 51:1-12
Habakkuk 3:2-13
John 12:1-11

Sun., Mar. 17

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm
119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Mon., Mar. 18
Psalm 119:9-16
Izaiah 43:8-13

2 Corinthians 3:4-11

Tues., Mar. 19
Psalm 119:9-16
Isaiah 44:1-8; Acts 2:14-24

Wed., Mar. 20
Psalm 119:9-16
Haggai 2:1-9, 20-23
John 12:34-50

Thurs., Mar. 21
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Deuteronomy 16:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Fri., Mar. 22

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Jeremiah 33:1-9
Philippians 2:12-18

Sat., Mar. 23

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Jeremiah 33:10-16
Mark 10:32-34, 46-52

Sun., Mar. 24

Sixth Sunday in Lent
Passion Sunday or

Palm Sunday

Palms:

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-
16

Passion:

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-
16; Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark
15:1-39 [40-47]

Mon., Mar. 25
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11

Tues., Mar. 26
Isaiah 49:1-7;
Psalm F1:1-14

1 Corinthians 1:31
John 12:20-36

Wed., Mar. 27

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3

John 13:21-32

Thurs., Mar. 28

Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Fri., Mar. 29

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13—53:12; Psalm
22; Hebrews 10:16-25 or
Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1—19:42

Sat., Mar. 30

Holy Saturday

Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations
3:1-9, 19-24; Psalm 31:1-4,
15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8;
Exodus 19:1-9a; Matthew
27:57-66 or John 19:38-42

Sun., Mar. 31

Easter

Acts 10:34-43 or

Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts
10:34-43

John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-B

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright @© 2005 Consultation on Common Texts.
commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may be reproduced by congregations for their
own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Southern New England Conference, UCC
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