
“The more you practice the art of thankfulness, the more you have to be thankful for.” 

Norman Vincent Peale 

Welcome to November, 

The holidays are upon us; as are darker days, really chaotic schedules, frantic holiday travel… frost. Yes, the 
holidays are coming, but are we ready to receive them? Of course we are! With a little help from the Lord. 

We may turn the clocks back on November 3rd, but the darkness does not overwhelm us. We are God’s peo-
ple and the brightness of a spiritually rich community of faith will serve to sustain us through the darkest of 
seasons, the most chaotic of times. Let us be uplifted by the knowledge that we are blessed in so many ways, 
and even though things are about to get busy and chilly, muddled and maybe snowy, we are God’s own and 
safe in God’s care.  

So let us get our gobble, gobble on and embrace this time of Thanksgiving because we have much to be 
thankful for.  
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

There is something else that I need to mention, that happens every November---Stewardship. I know, I know, 
it is a tough subject and it kind of spoils that holiday glow, but it is vitally important. So, please lend me your 
time in reading this: 

Stewardship Sunday is November 10 and that day is a reality that we all must face, even though it’s tough to 
talk about…money stuff. The Church depends on the support and generosity of its congregation in order to do 
its good works, provide great music, meaningful worship, a myriad of fun and feel good events. Church is a 
living, pulsing, serving, dynamic, marvelous, wonderful beacon of hope and Divine presence. But it can’t 
happen without you. You are the church! 

Maybe you are only able to pledge a few dollars, so pledge those dollars. Your pledge matters. Don’t for one 
minute think that it doesn’t serve a good and necessary purpose, because it does. For the future of the church, 
we must lend our support, our generosity, our commitment to this wonderful, spirit-filled community of faith. 

November is Stewardship and we are God’s stewards. Let us give to the church, so the church can give back 
to us, abundantly! 

 

November Blessings,  

Rev Janet 

 

In her sermon on November 3, Rev. Janet read this poem 

The Church of my Dreams by: John Milton Moore 

The Church of my dreams is 
a church of the warm heart, 

the open mind, the adventurous spirit – 
The Church that cares, 
 that heals hurt lives, 

 that comforts old people, 
that challenges young people; 

The Church that knows no divisions of culture or class, 
no boundaries, geographical or social; 

The Church that inquires as well as affirms, 
that looks forward as well as backward. 

It is the Church of the Master, 
the Church of the people 

–high as the ideals of Jesus and low as the humblest human. 
It is a working Church, 
a worshipping Church, 

a winsome Church. 
It is a Church that interprets the truth in terms of the Bible, 

that inspires courage for this life 
and hope for the life to come. 
It is a Church for all people, 

…A Church of the Living God! 



Stewardship Sunday is  

November 10th.  

Please bring your pledge cards 
to church that day so that they 
can be a part of the Steward-
ship Blessing! 

The December Branchline Deadline is November 26.  Please  

submit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 



Hello! from the Music Room 

  

It’s the season of darker evenings. I love this time when the skies grow softly dark and we bring light out 
of that darkness with candles, holiday lights – even night lights that lead us along our way from place to 
place. That quality of light is precious.  

That’s a primary reason for the music we embrace in a church – to bring a sense of light into our midst 
through word and song. Music is held differently in this digital era. Anything you might want to hear is 
available – and it’s performed with lights and sound controls that make it a perfection of auditory awe-
someness. We may not bring sounds exactly like those, but there’s a light from our souls that grows and 
glows with the Spirit of God. It’s the light I hear every time a group plays or sings here at WUC….. not 
the hyper-polished, balanced out sounds that can be enjoyed through digital listening, but the real unfil-
tered, unaltered and light-filled sounds that we make because we have the calling to do so. This music 
ministry could also be called the ministry of light.  

All choirs are preparing for Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24th. Each Sunday is a chance to hear the 
light – however on Thanksgiving Sunday that light and beauty will be bouncing in the Sanctuary with 
added joy to have all choirs on board.  

In the same way, our United We Ring handbell ensemble will bring the light of sound into the WUC 
Sanctuary at 3:00 pm on December 1st. This is the first Sunday in Advent and the first concert for this 
group of ringers. We would love to see you there.    

Let’s all spread our light in any way we can.   

 

Happy Thanksgiving wishes! 

Soli Deo Gloria!    Blessings and Peace, Bobbie 





Steeple Update 

Collected to date $45910.27 

Total Amount Paid to Repair 
Steeple $48269 

Balance to Raise $2358.73 

 

A lot of progress was made this 
month with the proceeds from 
the Pumpkin Patch plus some 
generous donations that came 

in! 







Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with the Pumpkin Patch this year: unload-
ing pumpkins and setting them out for display, taking a Pumpkin Shift (or two...or three!), 
maintaining the Patch making sure that all of our pumpkins stayed in tip-top condition, 
and helping to spread the word about the patch! We had a really successful year! In total 
we sold $11,634.50 in pumpkins! We also took in $652.50 in donations. Our earnings per-
cent for the pumpkin sale was 33% which resulted in our portion of $3753.30.  All of the 
pumpkin patch money plus donations have been earmarked to the Steeple fund. 

We’ve been having a lot of fun with our First Sunday Coffee Hour Pot Luck themes! 

In October the theme was Pumpkins. In November we had a Harvest Theme. 

Our December 1st theme will be …. Leftovers! (It is the Sunday after  Thanksgiving.) 

We are still looking for people to take responsibility for making the coffee on the First and 
last Sunday’s of the month.  There is no requirement to bring food items or set things out ex-
cept for coffee cups and fixings. If you can be a coffee maker please sign up on the sign up 
sheet. 






