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November 3, 2024 24th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00AM
 
We ask that everyone wear nametags so that we can be welcoming to all. There are listening 
devices available for those that may need them. An usher will be happy to assist you. Following 
the service, everyone is invited to our time of refreshments and friendship in our Fellowship 
Hall. Please make a left out of our sanctuary, down the hall, and up the stairs. If you are unable 
to use the stairs, an elevator is available. 
 

*All who are able to stand, may do so. 
GATHERING MUSIC      

Organ: Pastorale  D.E. Wagner 

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

WELCOME  

*GATHERING HYMN # 711 (UMH)  For All the Saints  

CALL TO WORSHIP  Ed McCorkindale 
Liturgist: The dwelling place of our God is wondrous and God is in all places. We rejoice in the 
knowledge that God dwells with us and strives with us, and is familiar with all our ways.   
 
People: We are made glad because we dwell in the house of the Lord. Our Creator is the 
One who watches over us and keeps us from the clutches of evil. The Lord is our staff and 
our shield, who stands us upright and makes us to follow in the best ways. Thanks be to 
God 

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Merciful God, 
We gather today with hope and with adoration, for you are our God and we are your 
people.  We cannot do without your favor, without the knowledge that you are with us and 
will stay with us.  Come to us and be in our midst as we worship you with our full hearts 
because our strength comes from you, who made the heavens and the earth, and us.  
Amen 
 



 
*SONG OF PRAISE # 334 (UMH) 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord;  
There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God 
charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so 
that you and your children and your children’s children may fear the Lord your God all the days 
of your life and keep all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that 
your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go 
well with you and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when 
you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a 
sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Corinthians 9: 6-15 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, 
not regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide 
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may 
share abundantly in every good work. 

As it is written, “He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us, for the rendering of 
this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience 
to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your partnership with them 
and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of 
God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sung Response  

Breath of God, Breath of Peace, Breath of love, Breath of life, 
Breath of justice, Breath of passion, 

Breath creating, Breath of healing, Breath of singing, Breath of praying, 
Come upon us, come restore us, come inspire us, Breath of God. 

GOSPEL READING  Mark 12:28-34 

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you 
have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the 
heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself’—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When 
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 
After that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 
One: This is the word of the Lord.          All: Thanks be to God!

 
SERMON  Communion Meditation Rev. Janet 

 

*HYMN see insert  My Shepherd You Supply My Need 
    
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

Invitation to Give 
Offertory Table of Joy (excerpt) J.M. Martin  
 Chancel Choir   

 



 
*Doxology #94 (UMH) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts. Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up lifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to Communion 
Pastor: God be with you 
People: And also with you 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to God 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to God Most High 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise 

Words of Remembrance 
Distribution of Elements 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

*PARTING HYMN # 708 (UMH) Rejoice in God’s Saints  

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

*BENEDICTION 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # #665 (UMH) 

Go now in peace, go now in peace, may the love of God surround you 
Everywhere, everywhere you may go. 

 MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH 
                 Organ: Song for All Saints M. McDonald 
 
Welcome Visitors! Is this your first visit to United Church? If you wish to be contacted by a 
member of the church or our pastor, please leave your contact information with one of the 
ushers or place a visitor card in the collection plate. We invite you to join us in our time of 
Fellowship after the service. Our ushers or a member of the ministry team will be happy to 
accompany you and help you find your way! 

UMH – The “red” United Methodist Hymnal 
TFWS – The “small black” book Faith We Sing Hymnal 

 

 



 
MINISTERING TO YOU TODAY 

Pastor: Rev. Janet Sandquist-Skagerlind  
Music Director: Roberta Morkin 
Technical and Artistic Director: Deb Trimble 
Ushers:  Poppy Nelson, Marty Lyman 
Liturgist:  Ed McCorkindale 
Greeter:  Gail & Chris Lima 
Communion: Sandy Harris, Joyce Pierangelo 
 

The altar flowers this morning are given in celebration of all of the volunteers who worked in 
the Pumpkin Patch! 

 
Please Pray For: Catherine Tucker, Connie Law, Shey McAbee, Michelle 

McBride, Jane Godfrey, Sharon McAbee, Jim Trimble, Bill McCullough, 
Catherine Gardner, Larry Harris, George Keddy, David Pierangelo, The victims 
of violence and their families in our country. Our troops, our country and our 
world.  
 

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact Rev. Janet or the Church Office.  
After office hours, Rev. Janet can be reached at (978)350-3463. 

 
 

Wilbraham United Church Staff 

Rev. Janet Sandquist- Skagerlind: Pastor (pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x 103 
Deb Trimble: Administrator (admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x100 
Bobbie Morkin: Music Director (musicdirector@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x106 

 

“News for the Pews” for the Week of November 3, 2024 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with our Pumpkin Patch. We had a great year! This year 
we raised $3753.29 by selling over $11,634 in pumpkins! In addition we took in $1052.50 in 
donations. All of the money from our Pumpkin Patch and donations were applied to the 
outstanding amount that was needed to fund the steeple repair. The amount left to raise for the 
steeple is only $2885! 

 



 

 



 

 

 

         

             



 

 
I have been a member of Wilbraham United Church for almost 30 years, and again, I am 
member of our Fellowship Committee.                       

During a recent Fellowship meeting, I was asked to speak today on Stewardship and why it’s so 
important. We all get excited when preparing for Lent, and we all get excited for the Advent 
season. I don’t know anyone that gets excited for Stewardship Sunday.  I can’t understand 
why!!!   

In the past, I would have declined to speak about stewardship because I, like a lot of others, 
don’t feel comfortable talking to people about how to spend their money. There are so many 
churches and other houses of worship that focus on money, money, money; whether it be the 
Mega Churches, televangelists or other entities that amass great quantities of property and 
material riches. Money is high on their priority list. 

We all know that money is important in all aspects of life, but we, as a church, are not focused 
on how much each of us gives. I have learned that the value of “pledging” is of greater 
importance than the amount given. It is a way of committing ourselves to honor and give back 
for which has God given to us, so we can continue to do his work in the world. Like Reverend 
Janet emphasized, recently during her sermon, it is asked of us to GLADLY give gifts that are 
wonderful and meaningful. Don’t give until it hurts, give until it feels good! 

As for myself, I can recall many times that I intentionally or unintentionally relied on God to 
get me through tough circumstances. Whether it was emotional, physical, financial, etc., the 
answers were never immediate. And I know that some of those answers are yet to be revealed, 
but I know God has his hands on my life, and other than a few aches and pains, and occasional 
crisis like we all go through, I’m doing better than OK.   

I don’t have to worry too much about basic necessities of life, like food, shelter, healthcare, 
personal transportation, etc.  I do feel blessed in so many ways, and it is a joy and privilege to 
pay back and pay forward in any way that I can.  

Stewardship 
By John Colkos 

The following is an excerpt of the 
message John gave during worship last 
Sunday. 



 
My pledge is my VOW that I will continue to support Wilbraham United Church now, and in 
the future, to help it continue to be a spiritually rich home, where we come together as a family.  
To live by understanding what Christ is teaching us, by guiding us through every hour, day, 
week and so on, and to be so much more fulfilling than just being present here on a Sunday 
morning.   

Reverend Janet and I have had frequent conversations about our church’s history and history of 
other churches. We believe we are lucky that we have a beautiful and strong church with 
unlimited potential.  Over the last 3 decades, we have gone through some very highs and very 
lows. We have been tested in many ways and we are a better church for it.  We are a resilient 
congregation and we have never lost our soul to the bitterness and fractious states that some 
churches have gone through. 

This church and others like ours, is in need of all families to acknowledge the importance of 
pledging. We need to pass on that spirit to our children, and in some cases, grandchildren. That 
will ensure that this church will be here in the future, when the world relies on their kindness 
and compassion.  I am confident the future will undeniably need them more than can be 
imagined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Sunday is November 10th. 

Please consider how you will give in 2025! 

 

 

Pledge cards were mailed earlier this week. If you have not received a card in the mail, please 
let Deb in the office know by emailing admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 

  



 

This Week at Wilbraham United Church

Sunday, November 3, 2024 
10:00 a.m. –Worship 

11:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time (FH) 
11:30 a.m. – Work of the Interim 

(FH) 
1:00 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

5:00 p.m. – Al-Anon (YR) 
Monday, November 4, 2024 
Church Office 8:30 – 1:30 

10:00 a.m. – Piece Makers 
5:00 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

Tuesday, November 5, 2024 
Church Office 8:30 – 1:30 

2:00 p.m. – Bible Study (ZR) 
5:30 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

Wednesday, November 6, 2024 
Church Office 8:30 – 1:30 

11:00 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
5:30 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

 6:00 p.m. – Boy Scouts (TS, SS 
Rms) 

7:00 p.m. – Praise Band (Sanc) 
 

Thursday, November 7, 2024 
Church Office 8:30 – 1:30 
5:30 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

6:30 p.m. – Al Anon (YR) 
7:00 p.m. – Bell Choir (Sanc) 

8:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir (Sanc) 
Friday, November 8, 2024 

Church Office closed 
7:30 p.m. – WUP Performance (FH) 

Saturday, November 9, 2024 
Church Office closed 

10:00 a.m. – Knit, Stitch, Pray 
(KG’s house) 

7:30 p.m. – WUP Performance (FH) 
Sunday, November 10, 2024 

10:00 a.m. –Worship 
11:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time (ZR) 

11:15 a.m. – Junior Choir (CR) 
2:30 p.m. – WUP Performance (FH) 

5:00 p.m. – Al-Anon (YR) 
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