“I am the vine, you are the branches.”

January 2025

From the Pastor’s Dark... _

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
Frederick Buechner

Welcome to the New Year!

The New Year is often considered a time of new beginnings. In this season, we make our resolutions, we
plan our upcoming events, we think of new things to do. We tend to like the New Year, well, because it’s

new.

So in this new time, we should plan to build ourselves up in good and positive ways, nourish ourselves,
grow in faith, grow closer to our God in heaven. The New Year can be a perfect time to pray more, plan
joyfully, re-fuel, be creative, and impact those around us in wonderful ways. This New Year can be a time
for spiritual growth, contemplation, and preparation.

Continued on page 2



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued)

The poet, May Sarton wrote: “It is only when we can believe that we are creating the soul that life has any
meaning, but when we can believe it---and I do and always have-then there is nothing we do that is without
meaning and nothing that we suffer that does not hold the seed of creation in it.”

So let us embrace this New Year with the belief that it is good already because God is in it. Let us also be
fortressed by the knowledge that even when things don’t seen joyful and old problem resurface, God is still
with us, holding us close and guiding us to better time. Faith is a powerful thing! So in this New Year, let us
be ever more faithful. Let our New Year resolutions include our commitment to growing our faith and grow-
ing ever closer to a God who loves us well.

January blessings

Rev Janet

The next Work of the Interim Meeting will be
Sunday January 26th after church.
Everyone in the congregation is invited to take
part in a discussion about the future that we see

for Wilbraham United Church!
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g ﬂ or more information, please contact the church office
: (413-596-2511 x 100) or

=
am the vine, you are the branches™ admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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NIGHT!

.:'/ JANUARY 15TH

% 8 Z 6:50 p.m. - Trystees

1:00 p.m. - Church Coyncil

This meeting was postponed from December 16th

SATURDAY JANUARY 25. 2025 5-7 PM Please send your agenda items to Matt Capen
SHAKER BOWL, EAST LONGMEADOW

$10 per person - Lanes of 6

(includes bowling, shoes, pizza, soda)

Email RSVP's by noon Jan. 18 or email questions to
discipleship@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org

CHILI'& CORNBREAD

slices cornbread $16
of cornbread $26

LLlI i

The February Branchline Deadline is January 30. Please

submit items of note to

am the vine, you are the branches.”

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org




Hello! from the Music Room

FHappy New Year !

There’s been an abundance of life within the walls of Wilbraham United Church as we cel-
ebrated the Christmas 24 Season in Hope, Peace, Love and Joy! Various happenings from
the past year stand out as highlights..... different events for each of us. There are plenty of
options for the choice we might make. I often ask myself: “What am I supposed to be
learning from this?”” Even in the midst of standout highlights, there are moments we can
use as takeaways — as building blocks for the next year or season. Some of these are big
and bold like - - - Don’t ever do that again! Or WOW it was great----don’t change a thing.
Those are easy. Some are more subtle and not so easy like - - - How can that be done so it
works out better? There can be multiple possibilities. No matter what, the past has an im-
pact on what happens in the future. It’s the same every year as we move through the
months.

For us today: 2024 is reviewed by looking back — 2025 is imagined by looking forward.
2024 is a memory — 2025 is a vision. We can build some great visions as we work togeth-
er!

Blessings & Peace, Bobbie

Soli Deo Gloria!
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Supper and
‘ Christmas
Crafts
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‘Save Our Steeple!

The iconic sfe&ple

which W‘l
abov, énS’rree’r

- ed of costly
1 \s repairs.

Wllbrqhqum’redChurch org

From all of us at Wilbraham United Churc_h, ;

we thank you for your generosity!
i e DANGEROUS TREE

STEEPLE UPDATE The ash tree is scheduled for remov-

al on Friday morning January 10.
Thank you to all who contributed

this project.
Thank you to Bill Sanderson who or-
ganized this effort!

The monies needed to pay for the stee-
ple repairs have been raised!

Mother-Son Dance

£
~
A
WANTED!
VOLUNTEER IIEEDED Helpers
There are two boxes of old financial documentation in the church
office that need to be shredded. Deb would welcome the help of o n
anyone who is available to assist. Would involve going through boxes
and putting pages through the church’s shredder! Satu rd ay
During Office Hours: Call or email to let Deb know
iy el February 8, 2025
413-596-2511 X 100
9:30 AM - 1:00 PM i f f
Sign up sheet on the Main Hallway Bulletin Board

‘i;@wilbrahamunitedchu rch.org




OUR
ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS

PAGEANT







everyone
who helped ™




COOKIES &
ORE COOKIES
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