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February 2025 

“The true meaning of love one’s neighbor is not that it is a command from God which we are to fulfill, but that through it 
and in it we meet God. 

Martin Buber 

Welcome to February, 

February is the month of love! Didn’t you know this? You should, because there are reminders of love everywhere at this time of 
the year. For instance, you walk into a store and you can just feel the love in row after row of heart shaped chocolates and con-
fections, calling to you in different forms and flavors, reminding you that it just isn’t love without a myriad of chocolates to ig-
nite the passions.    

And let’s not forget those greeting cards, with their great, big, red, (maybe pink) hearts, plastered on the front of each and every 
glorious assertion of love. Nothing says love like one of these gorgeously decorated cards. Moreover, the card needs to accompa-
ny the chocolates, so that love can truly be revealed. After all, it is the card which declares those loving sentiments and makes 
those chocolates extra delicious. And, certainly love would not be complete without red roses, at least a dozen, maybe more, de-
pending on how much love needs to be declared.  

 And never, ever forget the truffles! 



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

You know, we really like Valentine’s Day; the chocolates, the roses, the love…, but where did this special day come from? And 
why have we come to love it so much? Well, this holiday evolved from a certain person, a priest called Valentine. Saint Valentine 
was a 3rd century Roman clergyman who ministered to persecuted Christians. He was martyred on February 14, and his feast day 
became associated with a tradition of courtly love. Thus, Valentine eventually became widely recognized as a Saint devoted to ro-
mance and devotion.   

Also, during the Middles Ages, it was believed that birds mated in mid –February, furthering the legend of this saint who was made 
for love. By the way, Saint Valentine was the patron saint of bee-keepers. So, you know, the birds and the bees….. 

There is another story attributed to Valentine and it is rather sad. As the story goes, Valentine performed secret Christian weddings 
for young couples even though the Emperor had declared it unlawful. Valentine was eventually caught and thrown into prison. 
While in prison, Valentine fell in love with his jailor’s daughter, also forbidden. But before Valentine was led away for execution, 
he left her a note declaring his love and signing it; “From Your Valentine”. 

So these are some of the stories associated with Saint Valentine and they are rather bittersweet. But there is one more thing which 
should be mentioned again, which is relevant to us in the times we are living in now. Saint Valentine is the patron saint of persecut-
ed Christians. And in the times we are living in, some of God’s children are feeling persecuted. Sometimes, we all may feel as if the 
world is upside down, with new challenges, new crises, new uncertainties arising every day. But we must remind ourselves that 
God does not leave us alone in our struggles, in our despair. God does provide for us. We must have faith that we belong to the One 
who made us, and that we are beloved. It is our faith in God’s love and in his great plan that will see us through these difficult times 
that we are living in. 

Let us not forget that our God is a God of love. Jesus told us that. 

February Blessings,  

Rev Janet 

The Annual Financial Meeting of the Wilbraham United Church will be held February 16, 
2025 in the Sanctuary immediately following Worship to transact the following business: 

-Receive the Treasurer's Report 

-Adopt a budget 

Act on any other business properly brought before the Meeting 

Nan Shepard, Clerk 



Hello! from the Music Room 

 
Thank you for the many affirmative signals and comments about music being heard at Wil-
braham United Church - especially your appreciation for the choirs! Many volunteer hours 
are put forth to bring these sounds to life. I admire what they can do.  
 
During this month when many people share messages of affection, is a perfect time to give 
gratitude to ringers, singers, instrumentalists and very importantly, to those who honor the 
effort they give. 
 
I send you wishes for peace, hope, love and joy - Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
Blessings, Bobbie 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

The March Branchline Deadline is February 27.  Please  

submit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 












