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September 2025 

“We do not want to be beginners, but let us be convinced that we will never be anything but beginners, 
all our life.” 

Thomas Merton 

Welcome to September, 

Welcome to a new church season, a season which has the potential to be full of new ideas and new 
possibilities. I personally look forward to the possibilities found in new endeavors, for it encourages 
creativity in the way that we do church, and it inspires us to pursue fresh outlets, so we may serve better. 

As we enter this new season, I would encourage this community to try and think outside the box, to 
embrace new challenges, new ways of worshipping, and new ways of welcoming people in. Church has 
changed, people’s perception of church has changed. The importance of attending a religious institution is 
no longer what it used to be. This does not mean getting rid of all the old ways of doing church, not at 
all. There is so much value in the way we worship and share our faith, and share ourselves.   



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

But in this new reality that we are living in, when there is so much sadness, so much violence and distraction, 
and so much spiritual bankruptcy, God just might be calling us to worship a little differently, do our mission 
work a little more boldly and act out our faith a little more decidedly. 

I recently quoted Dietrich Bonhoeffer in my weekly prayer, and I think that it is worth repeating, because 
Bonhoeffer said:  

“Your life as a Christian should make non-believers question their disbelief in God” 

Somehow we must be the witness to Christ’s work all around us. We must find better ways of communicating 
the importance of God and faith, the importance of church, to the larger community. We cannot let the value 
of a spiritual community be lost to the secular world. 

Now is a good time to shake things up and try something new. Let us remember that our presence together 
and what we do as a community bears witness to others that there is something greater and more powerful 
than ourselves at work in the world. For so many reasons church is vital and necessary and must continue. For 
it to continue, it might be calling us to change and grow, and speak boldly of what we believe. 

As Scripture tells us: “God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.”  

We are called to live our faith and share that faith with those whom we meet. 

September Blessings 

Rev Janet  

The next Branchline Deadline is November 3.  Please  

submit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 

At our Annual Meeting 
on June 8th, our Vice 

Moderator and head of 
Fellowship, John Colkos 
got a chance to tell his 

own story, with the tables 
turned. Rev. Janet was 

left holding the signs this 
time! 



July 28 through August 1st we held our Annual Vacation Bible Camp for almost 30 
children. Over 55 volunteers helped out in a variety of ways! Our theme this year was 
“Messengers of God” where we learned about different people from the bible who 
helped to bring God’s message to the world. We also learned how we can be messengers 
too! 





In June members of our Handbell Choir attended the Handbell Musicians of America Area 1 
(New England) Festival Conference. Over 3 and a half days of workshops and rehearsals 
ended in a concert with over 300 handbell musicians. 

On Sunday August 17th 
we said a sad good-bye to 
our beloved music 
director, Bobbie Morkin. 

 

We will miss her!! 









The total cost of the roof project was $78755.76. The Phys 
Ops Endowment allotment of $10,000 (for 2024 and 
2025) is  allocated to this project. In addition a portion of 
the bequest from the Vieira estate of $51068 was used for 
the roof repair. To date $8076 in Shingle Sponsor dona-
tions was raised! The roofing work was paid off but we 
still need to raise $9611.76 to cover the cost. 

If you haven’t yet made the decision to be a sponsor now 
would be a good time to do so! 

Donations by check should include “Roof Fund” in the 
subject line. Donations can also be made online! 

Roof Project Status 



Our Piece Makers quilting group is 
looking for new folks to join them. The 
Piece Makers ministry is focused on 
making quilts to be donated to the 
Pediatric patients at Baystate Hospital. 

 

If you enjoy quilting or sewing or have 
always wanted to learn how, the Piece 
Makers would love to have you join them. 

Piece Makers meets on Monday mornings 
at 10 AM. First meeting will be October 
6th. 

If you have questions please reach out to 
Jo Miner (lpminer@msn.com). 






