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November 2025 

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be 
really happy are those who have sought and found how to serve.” 

Albert Schweitzer 

   

Welcome to November, 

November is a get ready month! If you are wondering what I mean by that, it means that as we enter into 
this time of the year, our vision starts becoming obscured to any other happening which doesn’t involve 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Why? It is because we have been taken over, insidiously. We may not even 
realize that it has happened until we find ourselves humming “Jingle Bells” under our breath as we stand in 
the store checkout line, buying miniature Santas and fairy lights. (It’s ok, both were on sale). Or all of a 
sudden the cravings for stuffing and pumpkin pie hit us hard, before breakfast, and we pout because we are 
forced to settle for day old muffins. 



From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

 

Lets face it, we are already thinking about the Thanksgiving menu, who might be coming, or where we are 
going. What do we bring as a contribution to the Thanksgiving meal, or what do we ask the twenty or so 
people who are coming to our house to bring. (We can’t possibly do it all ourselves.) And while we are 
shopping for our Thanksgiving celebration, we might as well get a head start on Christmas shopping. 

The Christmas stuff is already out and beckoning us to buy, lots! 

So you see, we are already being pulled into the festive fervor, and now, whether we like it or not, we are all 
about getting ready for the holidays. 

But, let me be a gentle reminder, that the holidays hold special meaning. For instance, Thanksgiving is self-
evident. It is about giving thanks, with a special focus on giving, in this month of November. I believe that 
when we give of ourselves to others and to the church, great things can happen. We can be a beacon of God’s 
love and a true witness to the teachings and ministry of Jesus Christ.  

And this I truly believe, that God is well pleased by our goodness and our good works in the world. 

So, as we enter this holiday season, let us be taken over by giving of ourselves and giving thanks to the One 
who made us. Let us also remember that Christmas is right around the corner, and it really is all about Christ. 

  

November Blessings 

 Rev Janet  

The next Branchline Deadline is December 30.  Please  

submit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 



The first months of our church calendar have swept by quickly. Maybe it’s the weather. Up 
until a couple of weeks ago it felt like late summer – not like a prelude to autumn. 

We’re looking forward to a celebration on Confirmation Sunday. Not only will the partici-
pants in this class be confirmed – but with Rev. Janet’s leadership, they will also be present-
ing the entire worship service on November 16, 2025 – just two weeks from this coming 
Sunday. Their music preparations are in progress and will bring new sounds and familiar 
ones. I’ve enjoyed hearing the ideas go back and forth as they worked on what seemed pos-
sible to include in the service. Some of those ideas are becoming reality. Thank you to the 
parents who have been assisting in this process. There’s still more effort to happen in these 
two weeks ahead. What a blessing for a congregation to have an event like this taking place 
with a group of confirmands! 

Choirs are moving full speed ahead with Thanksgiving less than a month away. The first 
Sunday in Advent is November 30th. These weeks will be filled with sounds of the holidays. 
It’s a glorious time of the year if you’re into preparing and presenting, or listening to and 
enjoying, the variety of music expressions. 

I hope many of you will be able to be in worship on Confirmation Sunday, Nov. 16, to invite 
the newly confirmed participants into membership of Wilbraham United Church! 

Have a most happy Thanksgiving and a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria!  

Bobbie 

Hello! from the Music Room 





















The total cost of the roof project was $78755.76. The Phys 
Ops Endowment allotment of $10,000 (for 2024 and 
2025) is  allocated to this project. In addition a portion of 
the bequest from the Vieira estate of $51068 was used for 
the roof repair. To date $9539 in Shingle Sponsor dona-
tions was raised! The roofing work was paid off but we 
still need to raise $8148 to cover the cost. 

If you haven’t yet made the decision to be a sponsor now 
would be a good time to do so! 

Donations by check should include “Roof Fund” in the 
subject line. Donations can also be made online! 

Roof Project Status 



Our Piece Makers quilting group is 
looking for new folks to join them. The 
Piece Makers ministry is focused on 
making quilts to be donated to the 
Pediatric patients at Baystate Hospital. 

 

If you enjoy quilting or sewing or have 
always wanted to learn how, the Piece 
Makers would love to have you join them. 

Piece Makers meets on Monday mornings 
at 10 AM. If you have questions please 
reach out to Jo Miner 
(lpminer@msn.com). 






