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“I am the vine, you are the branches.” i R
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November 30, 2025 1* Sunday of Advent 10:00AM

We ask that everyone wear nametags so that we can be welcoming to all. There are listening
devices available for those that may need them. An usher will be happy to assist you. Following
the service in the Sanctuary after worship, everyone is invited to a time of Fellowship in the
Zeckhausen Room which is immediately across from the Sanctuary.

*All who are able to stand, may do so.

GATHERING MUSIC
Piano: Watchman, Tell Us of the Night arr. T. Keesecker
Bells: O Come, O Come Emmanuel arr. J.A. Behnke

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

WELCOME

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Todd and Misty Malvoso
Advent---Hope

Leader: Today is the beginning of Advent. It is a time of preparation for celebrating Christ’s
birth. This a holy time made brilliant by a great love set down before us, to lead us out of
darkness and into the way of peace.

Leader: We light this candle to proclaim God’s light coming into the world. The coming of
this light brings hope: hope that righteousness may prevail over evil, that salvation may triumph
over sin, and hope that light may chase away the darkness.

UNISON PRAYER

O God, We thank you for bringing us the light of hope and salvation to a hurting and
needy world. We thank you also for showing us the way to do good things in the world, so
that our acts of worship may translate into actions which drive away sin, and which
heralds in the light of Christ, all the year long. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN #196 (UMH) Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus



CALL TO WORSHIP Tim Timpson

Liturgist: The Lord teaches us patience as we begin this season of Advent. We are called to wait
with eagerness for the One who is to come, bearing a message of salvation and bringing us great

Joy.

People: We gather together in hopefulness, seeking the life which comes only from the
One who made us. We are reminded that the Lord is coming, the way is being prepared,
and our hearts are being made ready to receive the wonder. Thanks be to God

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Holy God, the reality of Christ brought a truth to the world; that your care of us runs
deep, that our futures are assured, and that love is the best gift that we can give, and that
we can receive. Grant that our lives may be fulfilled in your fulfillment for us and let the
work that we do reflect the Christ-like beauty bought forth by your Divine hand. Amen

*SONG OF PRAISE #207 (UMH)
Prepare the way of the Lord, Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see the salvation of our God.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOMENTS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2: 1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples
shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation; neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!



NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 13: 11-14

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us
walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sung Response # 204 (UMH)

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.

GOSPEL READING Matthew 3: 1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his
paths straight.’”

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were
going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Therefore, bear fruit
worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.



“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful
than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his
wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

One: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON The Way of the Lord Rev. Janet
*HYMN #626(UMH) Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES

Invitation to Give

Offertory The Longing B.L. Arbaugh
Chancel Choir

*Doxology #221 (UMH) vs. 4

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what can I give him, give him my heart.
*Prayer of Dedication
*PARTING HYMN #617 (UMH) I Come with Joy

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 211 (UMH)
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH
Organ: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying arr. W. Held

Welcome Visitors! Is this your first visit to United Church? If you wish to be contacted by a
member of the church or our pastor, please leave your contact information with one of the
ushers or place a visitor card in the collection plate. We invite you to join us in our time of
Fellowship after the service. Our ushers or a member of the ministry team will be happy to
accompany you and help you find your way!

UMH — The “red” United Methodist Hymnal
TFWS — The “small black™ book Faith We Sing Hymnal



The altar flowers this morning are given by Judy Marek in memory of her mom, Eunice Lamb.

MINISTERING TO YOU TODAY

Pastor: Rev. Janet Sandquist-Skagerlind
Music Director: Roberta Morkin
Technical: Deb Trimble

Ushers: Matt Capen, John Colkos
Liturgist: Tim Timpson

Greeters: Gail & Chris Lima

Wilbraham United Church Staff

Rev. Janet Sandquist- Skagerlind: Pastor (pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x 103
Bobbie Morkin: Music Director (musicdirector@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x106
Deb Trimble: Administrator (admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x100

David Wapner: Sexton (wucbuilding@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x107

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact Rev. Janet or the Church Office.
After office hours, Rev. Janet can be reached at (978)350-3463.

Please Pray For:

Catherine Gardner
Larry Harris
Connie Law

Sharon McAbee
Shey McAbee
Michelle McBride
Bill McCullough
Claire McCullough
Theresa Munn
Jim Trimble
The Hungry
The Homeless
The victims of violence and their families

Our troops, our country and our world



“News for the Pews” for the Week of November 30, 2025

It’s time to sign up to help with the church’s Holly Fair. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin
board in the main hallway. There’s all kinds of fun to be had at this busy church event!

Join the Wilbraham United Players in the audience of Five Golden Rings! This is a just right
for the holidays musical that is a family-friendly good time! Tickets are available on the
Player’s website — www.wilbrahamunitedplayers.org/buy-tickets.

Place your order for Christmas Memorial Flowers by this Tuesday, December 2™. An order
form can be found in the Narthex.
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HOLLY FAIR
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

HELP WANTED!
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We are in need of volunteers to help make this
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falr a super success!
tephen Channel Holiclay
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Decorating, Cookie Walk, Bakers, Raffle, o Viugica
Lug Nuts, Greeting, Furniture moving, Performances
Holly Cafe... November 28 - December 7, 2025
. Fellowship Hall Stage at
Contact Kim R Yl Wilbraham United Church
JCerch[Jentsrcﬂg mail.com 500 Main St
19-6335 Wilbraham, MA



COOKIE BAKERS!

Help spread the Christmas cheer, one
cookie at a fime and make this year's
Cookie Walk another success!

Who: Anyone!
What: Your specia| Christmas cookies, bars
and barks
Where: Place in church freezer or kitchen
When: Anytime on Friday, December 12th

Contact: Chrissy Plumb
(Plumb1993echarter.net)

Thank you for all your help!!!




This Week at Wilbraham United Church

Sunday, November 30, 2025
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (ZR)
2:30 p.m. — WUP Performance
5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)
Monday, December 1, 2025
Church Office 8:30 —12:30
10:00 a.m. -Piece Makers
Tuesday, December 2, 2025
Church Office 8:30 —2:30
2:00 p.m. — Bible Study (ZR)
4:00 p.m. — Fellowship Comm. (ZR)
Wednesday, December 3, 2025
Church Office 10:30 — 2:30
11:00 a.m. — Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Scouts
7:00 p.m.— WUP (FH)
7:15 p.m. — Praise Band (Sanc)

Thursday, December 4, 2025
Church Office 8:30 — 1:30
6:30 p.m. — Al Anon (YR)

7:00 p.m. — Bell Choir (Sanc)
8:00 p.m. — Chancel Choir (Sanc)
Friday, December 5, 2025
Church Office closed
7:30 p.m. — WUP Performance
Saturday, December 6, 2025
Church Office closed
7:30 p.m. — WUP Performance
Sunday, December 7, 2025
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (ZR)
2:30 p.m. — WUP Performance
5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)




