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January 11, 2026 Baptism of Christ 10:00AM
We ask that everyone wear nametags so that we can be welcoming to all. There are listening 
devices available for those that may need them. An usher will be happy to assist you. Following 
the service, everyone is invited to our time of refreshments and friendship in our Fellowship 
Hall. Please make a left out of our sanctuary, down the hall, and up the stairs. If you are unable 
to use the stairs, an elevator is available. 
 

*All who are able to stand, may do so. 

UMH – The “red” United Methodist Hymnal 
TFWS – The “small black” book Faith We Sing Hymnal 

 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC      

Piano: Still, Still, Still  arr. J.B. Taylor 
Bells: In Dulci Jubilo: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice arr. M.W. Joy 

 

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

WELCOME   Rev. Janet 

 

*GATHERING HYMN # 248 (UMH)  On This Day Earth Shall Ring  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Bob Mantler 
Liturgist: God’s light shines through all creation, an unfailing burst of joy and hope and 
blessing. The Lord’s brilliance illuminates our way, so that we do not dwell in darkness. 
 
People: How blessed we are that God sees fit to love us and satisfy our searching spirits. 
May we continually uplift our gratitude for all that the Lord has done for us.  Thanks be 
to God 



 
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Eternal God, We thank you for calling us to be your people and for showing us the path to 
a better life. Help us to worship with reverence and make us radiant with the light of 
Christ. Help us to follow in your ways with a certain hope and a strong faith. Please catch 
us when we fall and inspire us to love boldly, as you love us. By your powerful Spirit, turn 
our fear into courage and our worship into joy. Amen.  
 
*SONG OF PRAISE #238 refrain (UMH) 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOMENTS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42: 1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or lift up his voice or 
make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he 
has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who 
walk in it: I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes 
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 

I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the 
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell 
you of them. 

  



 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 10: 34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Joys and Concerns 

Pastoral Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Sung Response # 230 vs 4 (UMH) 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 3: 13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased.” 

One: This is the word of the Lord.          All: Thanks be to God!



 
SERMON  Beloved Son Rev. Janet 

 

*HYMN #2094(TFWS)  Carol of the Epiphany  

 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

Invitation to Give 
Offertory Ceaseless Praise (You Are Holy) arr. J. Metzger
 Chancel Choir   
 

*Doxology #254 (UMH) 

Star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*PARTING HYMN #585 (UMH) This Little Light of Mine  

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 251 Refrain (UMH) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and ev'rywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH 
                 Organ: Postlude on “Unto Us Is Born a Son” arr. J. Dixon 
 
Welcome Visitors! Is this your first visit to United Church? If you wish to be contacted by a 
member of the church or our pastor, please leave your contact information with one of the 
ushers or place a visitor card in the collection plate.  
 

The Altar Flowers this morning are given by Chrissy Plumb in memory of Carole Neston. 

 

  



 
MINISTERING TO YOU TODAY 

Pastor: Rev. Janet Sandquist-Skagerlind  
Music Director: Roberta Morkin 
Technical: Deb Trimble 
Ushers: Bill Lynch, Tom Toman 
Liturgist: Bob Mantler 
Greeters: Gail & Chris Lima 

 
Rev. Janet Sandquist- Skagerlind: Pastor (pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x 103 
Bobbie Morkin: Music Director (musicdirector@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x106 
Deb Trimble: Administrator (admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x100 
David Wapner: Sexton (wucbuilding@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x107 

 

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact Rev. Janet or the Church Office. 
After office hours, Rev. Janet can be reached at (978)350-3463. 
 

 
 

 

  



 

“News for the Pews” for the Week of January 11, 2026 
 

Altar Flower sign-ups are available for many Sundays in 2026. Please consider dedicating the 
flowers to a loved one on a special Sunday. Flowers are $35. 

 

Did you know that each week on Thursdays (usually) the church office sends out an “All 
Church Email” updating our members and friends with upcoming activities and other church 
news. These emails are sent through the MailChimp application. If you are not currently 
receiving these emails please check with Deb in the office to make sure your email is noted 
correctly. Also, if you are having trouble getting the emails you may have “unsubscribed” in the 
past. You will need to change those settings by resubscribing. Deb can help with that! 

   

  

  



 

This Week at Wilbraham United Church

 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 

10:00 a.m. –Worship 
11:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time (FH) 

5:00 p.m. – Al-Anon (YR) 
Monday, January 12, 2026 
Church Office 8:30 – 2:30 

10:00 a.m. – Piece Makers 
7:00 p.m. – WUP Board (FH) 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 
Church Office 8:30 – 2:30 

9:00 a.m. – Loave and Fishes Prep 
2:00 p.m. – Bible Study (ZR) 

7:00 p.m. – WUP (FH) 
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 

Church Office 11:00 – 2:00 
11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 

6:30 p.m. – Boy Scouts (TS, SS Rms) 
7:00 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

7:15 p.m. – Praise Band (Sanc) 

 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 

Church Office 8:30 – 1:30 
9:20 a.m. – Loaves and Fishes 

6:30 p.m. – Al Anon (YR) 
7:00 p.m. – Bell Choir (Sanc) 

8:00 p.m. – Chancel Choir (Sanc) 
Friday, January 16, 2026 

Church Office closed 
7:00 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 
Church Office closed 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 
10:00 a.m. –Worship 

11:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time (ZR) 
12:30 p.m. – WUP (FH) 

5:00 p.m. – Al-Anon (YR)

 


